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SUBJECT: NATIONALIST PARTY CONVENTION 

BEGIN SUMMARY: THE NATIONALIST PARTY HELD ITS ANNUAL CONVENTION IN 
TEGUCIGALPA ON FEBRUARY 1-2. THE CONVENTION CALLED FOR THE ISSUANCE 
OF AN ELECTORAL LAW AND THE HOLDING OF ELECTIONS THE LAST SUNDAY 
IN SPETEMBER, 1978. THE CONVENTION DID LITTLE BUT CONFIRM THE POWER 
OF RICARDO ZUNIGA AGUSTINUS TO MANIPULATE AND DOMINATE THE PARTY 
MACHINERY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE NATIONALIST PARTY HELD ITS ANNUAL CONVENTION DURING 
FEBRUARY 1-2 IN TEGUCIGALPA. THE PARTY LEADERS SELECTED IN THE LAST 
CONVENTION RETAINED THEIR POSITION BECAUSE OFFICERS SERVE TWO-YEAR 
TERMS. THE AGENDA WAS LIMITED TO THE DISCUSSION OF ROUTINE MATTERS. 

2. THE MAJOR CONVENTION RESOLUTIONS WERE THE FOLLOWING: 

(A) CALLED FOR THE ISSUANCE OF THE ELECTORAL LAW AS SOON 
AS POSSIBLE; 

(B) STATED THAT THE ELECTION FOR THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY 
SHOULD BE HELD THE LAST SUNDAY OF SEPTEMBER, 1978; 
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(C) CRITICIZED THE GOVERNMENT FOR A DEMAGOGIC AGRARIAN 
REFORM; AND 

(D) LAUDED THE MEDIA FOR SUPPORTING A REUTNR TO 
CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT. 

3. COMMENT. THE CONVENTION DID LITTLE BUT SHOW THAT THE 
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COORDINATOR GENERAL OF THE PARTY, RICARDO ZUNIGA AGUSTINUS, IS 
IN COMPLETE CONTROL. THE CONVENTION WAS TYPICAL OF PREVIOUS 
IN THAT IT CONSISTED OF PREDICTABLE SPEECHES, LITTLE CONTROVERSY, 
AND PREVIOUSLY-AGREED RESOLUTIONS. IN EFFECT, THE CONVENTION 
WAS MERELY THE LEGAL FACADE, RATHER THAN THE DIRECTING BODY OF 
THE PARTY. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT THE CALL FOR ELECTIONS IN 
1978 WILL GO UNHEEDED BY THE REGIME; THE PARTY ADOPTED THE 
RESOLUTION AS A MEANS OF PUTTING PRESSURE ON THE GOVERNMENT TO 
HOLD ELECTIONS AT THE BEGINNING OF 1979 RATHER THAN LATER IN THE 
YEAR. 1977 WILL SEE MORE ACTIVITY IN THE PARTY AS THE POSSIBLE 
PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES FOR THE PARTY'S NOMINATION INTENSIFY 
THEIR MANEUVERING. THE CENTRAL CONSIDERATION IS THAT ZUNIGA 
REMAINS IN A CENTRAL POSITION TO DETERMINE BOTH THE PARTY'S 
PLATFORM AND ITS FUTURE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE. 

BECKER 
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